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Minutes of a meeting held on Wednesday 1st December 2021 at 7.30 p.m.
In the Village Hall

Minutes


Present: Cllrs Bailey, Peel, Roper, Taylor, Williams Rd, Williams Rl; the Clerk; Unitary Councillor Parker.

Interests: None 

1. Apologies: Councillor Harpham (work); apologies accepted.

2. Minutes: minutes of the meeting of the Council on the 4rd November 2021were approved.

3. Matters arising: the clerk advised that a number of issues had arisen over the attachment of a plaque to grave 102. The was no precedent for commemorating the death of someone not interred in the grave. The Council would consider adding a suitable amendment to regulations at the May 2022 AGM.

4. Open forum: The chairman welcomed UC Parker to the meeting. UC Parker agreed to forward the strategic plan to the clerk so that the council could consider adding its name to appropriate proposals. During a discussion of the future of the Black Horse (see item 7), he undertook to contact the planning department on the council’s behalf to ascertain the official planning view on next steps. 

5. Accounts: the balance reported at the meeting was £19,673.42 (£12,391.14 current and £7282.28 investment). Members approved the accounts and agreed the payments they contained. The chairman (as monitoring councillor) confirmed he had approved a bank reconciliation and checked the invoices against the accounts. 

6. Budget: Members agreed the following resolution to form the basis of the budget used to set the precept in January.

The council resolves to set an expenditure budget of £18601 for the year 2022-23. This requires £0 to be spent from council reserves and will retain a prudent reserve of around £11,000, depending on the 2021-22 outturn figures, which have been estimated to show an estimated carry-over of £15,890. The budget will require a precept of £10,000 to be collected by DCC.

7. Verbal reports: 1. Traffic Meeting with WNC; no new developments but confirmation that the Stanford Road junction with Main Street was not considered a suitable location for a controlled crossing on the grounds of visibility. To ensure the outcomes of the 8th December meeting were pursued, the chairman undertook to contact the MP for his view on progress. 2. Capfa: a discussion with the new owner of the Black Horse raised concerns over its future and questions about licensing laws and planning regulations. UC Parker undertook to look into the position with planning officers on the Council’s behalf. The bonfire had been a great success. 3. VH AGM: the chairman reported on a successful and well-attended AGM and the installation of new officers with ideas and energy. 

8. Post: the clerk reported a request from a resident that the council take action on the persistent fouling of the alleyway between Crabtree Lane and Church Lane. The Council has installed two dog waste bins and is negotiating a third. It joins all anti-waste schemes offered to it. Dog-walkers should also take careful responsibility for waste clearance.

Meeting ended 20.27.
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